Ill,

"THE MARBIAGB  OF  FIGARO."

DURING the stay of the Grand Duke Paul in
France, Beaumarchais had done his best to
interest the Russian prince in the lot of the " Mar-
riage of Figaro." This play, which had been written
six or seven years before, was famous before it was
acted, and in spite of his untiring efforts, the author,
skilful as he was, could not get permission to have it
played. Against him he had the King, the magis-
trates, the Lieutenant of Police, Keeper of the Seals.
Louis XVL, after reading the manuscript, had said:
"It is detestable. The Bastille would have to be
destroyed to prevent dangerous consequences from
the performance of such a play. This man turns to
ridicule everything which should be respected in a
government.'' "Then it won't be played?" asked
Marie Antoinette. "No, of course not," answered
the King; " you may be sure of that."

Well, even after this statement of the King's had
become known there were many willing to bet that
the play would nevertheless be acted, so thoroughly
known were the fickleness and feebleness of the